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( SUE MTSS^CNT^ETEF;" FILING I'F AN AP PL I SAT I ON 
BUT BEFGRE FINAL REJECTICi: IR. NOTITE OF ALL1;WA::1 
OR OONCURRENTLY WITH A RULE 13(d) CPA APPLIIATII 
OR WITH A RULE 1.114 RIE APPLICATION; 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents Uure 4, 2 0 32 

Washing L on, DC 10231 

Sir : 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 . ?7 and 1.98, applioant(s) hereo^y 
submic(s) an Information Disolo'sure ScatemienL fc-r cc^ns iderat ic n 
by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS, PUBL IC ATIC'NS IF: OTHER INEORKiATIllI 

The patents, publ icat ic-ns , c^r other information submitted 
for consideration by the C'ffice are listed on tne ircu- 1^ 4 y ( s ; , 
attached hereto 



II. COPIES (check at least one box) 



Submitted herewith is a legible c Dpy i-f (i) eacn 
U.S. and foreign patent; fii) each publication C'T 
that portii'n which caused it to be listea; and 
'111) all o t h 1 ''^ r ^ a ''^ 1 C' r a r 1^ ^ t c ) n Vv' r . ^ ji^ 
caused il lo lis^trd. 



1449 are not enclc^sed becaus-^ they v;ere ciced m 
the:? International Search Repcirt and C'^uues should 
already be m the PTC- file. If copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 



App 1 . No . C 5 / 7 C 1 , 0 1 3 



CONCISE EXPLANAixON OF iKE RELEVAinICE 
T::heck at least one box) 



[7] DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The attached parents, publications, or orner 
information m the English ianonage do not 
require a statement cif relevancy. 

□ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of the relevance of all 
patents, publications, or other mf c-rmat icn 
listed that is not m the English language is as 
f ol lows : 



c. □ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version of the search report 
or action that indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a concise 
explanation. See MPEP 609(A) (3) . 

d . [7] OTHER 

The following additional mtormiation is provided 
for the Examiiner's consideration. 



A copy of the Examiner's Report which issued in 
the co-pendiuy AusLrailan patent application no. 
38488/99 is submitted herewith. 
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IV. ^ THIS IDS IS BEIN G PIPED UNDER 3 7 C.F.R. 5 1.97 :b: : 
(check one box) 

a. Q within three months of the filing dare of 

national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97 ,b: (in. ^ 
fee or statement is required. ^This secti 
not to be used with RCE ' s and CPA's' . 

b. □ within three months of the date of entry of the 

national stage as set forth in 5 1.491 m an 
international application (37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(b) (2)) . No fee or statement is required. 

c. □ concurrently with the filing of a Continued 

Prosecution Application under 37 C.F.R. 5 1.53(d) 
or concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b) (4)) . No fee or statement is required. 

d. [<] before the mailing date of a first Acticn on tne 

merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

In the event that a first Office Action on the 
merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 

der 37 C.F.R. § 1.9' 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no 
statemiSnt has been iTiade , ci large our deposit 
account in the amiOunt of $180.00 as recruired C'V 
37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17 (p) . 



V. □ THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 3 7 C.F.R. 5 1 . 97 (c) : 
(check one box) 

before the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the 
mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

a. No statement; theiefuie, a fee xa the aiituuiit uf 
$1 80 . 00 as required by 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.17{pJ. 

b. Q] See the statement below. No fee is required. 
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Appi . ::c. :i3 

STATEMENT UNDER 3 7 C . F . R . § 1.57 (e: ; check onl^' c:ze box ■ 
The undersigned hereby states that 

a. I I each item of mf crrriat ion contained m the ITS v;as 

first cited m any ccmmunicat i Dn from a fc reign 
Patent Office m a counterpart f'lreign 
atpl icat iC'n not mere than three m.onths pri:;r tc 
the filing of this IDS; or 

b. □ no item of information contained m the IDS was 

cited m a communication from a fcreign r'atent 
Office in a counterpart foreign appl icat ic^n , and, 
to the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
Item of IDS was known to any individual 
designated in 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than tnree 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 

c. Q Some of the item.s of information were cited m a 

com.municat ion from, a foreign Patent Office. As to 
this information, the undersigned states that 
each item of information contained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of 
this IDS. As to the remLaining inf ormiat ion , the 
undersigned hereby states that no item of this 
remiaining inform.ation contained in the ID'S v/as 
'^ited in a comimiUni'"'at ion f rom^ a fc^rei^n Paten*", 
Office in a counterpart foreign application and, 
to the best of my knowledge after ma:<ing 
reasonable i n cli i ry , wa s k no wn t c^ any i nd i i du a 1 
designated in ^37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) -ere than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 



VII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

□ A check in the amC'Unt of $180.00 as required b^^^ 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) is enclosed Tc-r the above - ident i fied 
fee . 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-244 8 m the 

indicated fee. A triplicate copy of this paper is 
attached . 

^ No fee is required. 
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AddI . Xc 



:9/7C:, :i3 



:he Examiner has any questions concerning this 

the undersigned. If i 



ler 



■ ^ T ^ >~ ' 



ne/sne is requested to contaci 
decermmed that this IDS has been filec 
the PTO is requested to consider this IDS under the proper r 
and ::harqe the appropriate fee to Deposit Acccunt No. 02 -244S. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hez^eby auchcrized 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted , 

BIRCH. \STEWART, KOLAS CH & BIRCH, 



u^e 



any 
17 ; 




John/W. Bailey, #32,881 
/ 
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Falls ICllurch, VA 22040-0747 
(703) \2^5-8000 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



PTO- 1449 
Documents 

Foreign Seaicli Report 
Fee 

Other : 



